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Kristin Rangel, Director of Orchestras

Email:  krangel@psdschools.org
Prestonmiddleschoolorchestras.weebly.org

Welcome to the Preston Orchestra Program!


I can’t wait to get you involved in one of the most active and exciting programs here at Preston STEM Middle School.  One of the most important steps to your success in Orchestra is getting you onto the correct instrument.  Your first choice of instrument, the instrument your friends want to play, or the instruments your relatives played, may not always be the best for you.  Each orchestra student has unique characteristics such as arm length, finger length, or height that determine success on orchestral instruments.  It is very important for you to play an orchestra instrument that matches YOUR unique features!
Preston shares two instrument placement nights with Kinard Core Knowledge Middle School.  The purpose of these nights is to have you play ALL the beginning orchestral instruments so that you can see which instruments you have a natural ability towards.  Professional musicians will teach you how to hold and play each instrument and assess your performance on each instrument.  At the end of the night you will know which instruments you did best on and will get to choose your top choice!

Families will decide on one of two nights to come to Preston to try out all of the instruments.  You do not need an appointment to come to the Orchestra Placement Nights.  The two placement nights will be held at:

Preston STEM Middle School

4901 Corbett Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80528


· Monday, April 1

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
· Tuesday, April 2 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Please read the back of this letter for additional information and frequently asked questions.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at krangel@psdschools.org.  I look forward to meeting you all soon.  GO PUMAS!

Musically,

Kristin Rangel
Placement Night Information

What Is It?

The placement nights are required for all incoming 6th graders that are enrolled in orchestra.  Each student will get the opportunity to play the beginning orchestral instruments that are offered in our school district.  These instruments include:  violin, viola, cello, or bass.  Students will have the opportunity to play all of the instruments to see which instrument best suits them physically and which instrument range that they prefer.
At the end of the night, parents will help students choose their top two instruments they would like to play in orchestra.  Mrs. Rangel will then assist students in selecting an instrument that compliments their physical characteristics, musical aptitude, and academic history.  Please plan to spend the entire two hours at placement night.
What if my child is pretty sure of the instrument that they wish to play?

You will need to attend a placement night.  Try not to have your child get their heart set on one instrument as there are no guarantees that any instrument will be a good choice for their unique physical traits.  

What do I need for the placement night?

We only ask that you come with an open mind!  Parents, please bring a pen to fill out forms that evening.

FAQ

My student has never played a musical instrument before.  Is it ok if they have never had any musical experience?

Absolutely!  Most students will have never had any experience on an instrument before this opportunity.  Students will learn everything they need to know in class.  The only thing that we ask parents to do is to try to have students attend the summer music program that is offered from July 22 – August 9, 2019.
My student cannot decide which music choice to pick, what should we do?

Have your student attend both the band and orchestra placement nights to see how they like playing different instruments.  This typically helps students decide if they want to sing or play in the orchestra or band.  Students will need to have their instrument choice made by April 15th and will need to notify both Mrs. Rangel and Ms. Hollenbeck of their choice so that students can be placed in the correct class for 2019-20.  Their emails are:  krangel@psdschools.org, and andreah@psdschools.org.
My student has been taking private lessons and is not a beginner; do I need to come to the placement night?

It depends on whether your child is feeling successful and satisfied with their current instrument.  If they are satisfied, they do not need to attend.  If they are interested in switching instruments in 6th grade they will want to attend the placement night.  
My student has played piano and/or guitar, and studies it privately.  What options are there for piano or guitar?

They can choose to learn a second instrument in the orchestra or the band or to sing in the choir.  The majority of guitarists choose to play a new instrument in the orchestra because of the similarities between stringed instruments.  Orchestra has had some pianists accompanying the Symphonic Orchestra, so if a student is really interested in accompanying, they will have to arrange an audition time with Mrs. Rangel.
Should I purchase/rent my instrument now?

No!  Do not immediately run out and get an instrument until after you have received your placement letter in May.  This ensures that you will have all the necessary information about quality brands and models and the list of required accessories to accompany the instrument.
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